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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . ( Currently Amended) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling in a room 
for connection to a flexible duct about the ceiling comprising: 

a manifold housing adapted for connecting to the duct located above the finished 
ceiling, said manifold housing havingan opening at the bottom to provide providing a fluid 
passageway from the duct to the room; 

a ceiling clamp opcrably associated with the manifold housing for attaching the 
manifold housing within a hole of the finished ceiling, the ceiling clamp having an actuator 
accessible from below the finished ceiling; and 

a removabl e s eparate m anifold collar cover piece roloacablv attachable to the 
housing ina position covering within th e s e cond an_access opening in tbea_sidc wall of said 
manifold housing, wherein th e s e cond said access opening has a peripheral edge and at least one 
portion of the peripheral edge has an inwardly directed ledge Jip, and wherein said collar cover 
piece has a groove d oubl e e dged flungo portion for o e curing to th e inwardly dirootod lip receiving 
said Icdftc with said cover piece positioned over said access opening . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The air duct register of claim 1 wherein each ceiling clamp further 

comprises: 

a thumb-cam for actuating the clamp. 

7 



PA(£ 7/16 * RCVD AT 12/14/2005 5:11:39 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SYR:USPTO-ff XRF-6/33 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:1248W46530 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-12 



DEC-14-2005 17:09 From: JOHN BENEFIEL 



12486446530 



To:USPTD 



P.8'16 



4. (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 1 furthor comprising* 
wherein said a - r s movab te manifold eeHap cover piece is rclcasablv aUached to the manifold 
housing bv snap fit portions thereof . 



5. (Original) The air duct register ofclaim 4, wherein the manifold collar includes 
a plurality of retaining barbs for connecting to the flexible duct. 



6. (Currently Amended) The air duct register ofclaim 2 wherein said housing has 
a first acoocfl opening at ono end for positioning in a coiling and q oooond access opening in a side 
wall of the manifold housing is positioned oriented at about 90° from th e Grot access to said 
opening at the bottom . 



7-8. (Cancelled) 



9. (Currently Amended) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling in a room 
for connection to a flexible duct extending above the ceiling comprising: 

a manifold housing connected to an end of adapted for oonnactinp tr> the flexible 
duct located above the finished ceiling, said manifold h ousing providing a fluid passageway from 
the duct to the room; 

a ceiling clamp opcrably associated with the manifold housing for attaching the 
manifold housing within a hole of in the finished ceiling, the ceiling clamp having an actuator 
accessible from below the finished ceiling; and 
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a r o movablo separate m anifold cover piece collar r e l e asably attacha bl e attached to 
the manifold housing and positioned over said within tho s e cond access opening formal in \be a 
manifold housing side wall, and wherein the manifold piece has a collar receiving said flexible 
duct end has with a through aperture in said collar sized to correspond with the flexible dnct-a«4 
def i n e d by a peripheral wail , and w herein on e e nd of th e wa l l has a plurality of retaining harhr . for 
connecting to tho floxihlo duc t said separate manifold cover piece has portions extending out from 
said collar con figured to cover sai d acc_ess_Qpcniii £ when said cover piece is in position against said 
side wall of said manifold housing . 

10. (Currently Amended) An air duet register according to claim 9 further 
including for us e in a fini s h e d - c e i l ing - in a room for conn e ction to a floxibl e duct abovo tho coi l ing 
Gompri ning: 

a manifold housing adapt e d for ooiinooting to th e duel locat e d abovo th e finiohud 
ee^ iflg, said housing - providing - a-fluid passag e way from tho duct to th e room; - 

a polling olomp oporably - afisociut e d with th e manifold housing for attaching tho 
manifold housing - withi «- a - hol e- of th e finish e d c e iling, tho polling clamp hav i ng an actuatof 
accocgiblo from b e low th e finich e d ooiling; and 

a removabl e manifold co l lar r e leasably attachabl e to tho houoing within - th e o e con 4 
acc e ss op e ning in th e sid e wall> further comprising a rotatablc door r e l e asably attachablo disposed 
within * e the manifold colla r, and wherein said door is positionable between a lully open and a 
fully closed position. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 9, wherein said door is 
held in a ring which the? othor ond of tho poriphoml wall formo a lodge for r t ro e ivinp a is r e l e asab ly 
attachable door received in said collar and rclcasablv attached thereto, 

12. (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 1 0, wherein the door is 
movable to a position from fully opening the paooagowoy through aperture through fully closing 
the pm.uago w ay aperture. 

13. (Original) The air duct register of claim ] , wherein the mani fold housing has 
a radiused and smooth interior for the fluid passageway. 

14. (Currently Amended) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling i n a 
room adapted to be connected to a flexible duct extending above the finished ceiling comprising: 

a manifold housing having an upper portion adapted to be connected to said flexible 
duct and having a bottom portion adapted to be fit into an opening in said ceiling, said manifold 
housing substantially enclosing a space defining apassageway dirccling airflow from said duel into 
the room; 

a bottom opening at said bottom portion of said manifold housing for discharging 
air flow through said ceiling opening with said housing bottom portion in position within said 
ceiling opening; 

said manifold housing further including a separate sid e wait coyer piece having 
outer portions configured to n ormally in a position covorin ii cover a side opening in said manifold 
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housing substantially larger than said flexible duct to allow said duct to be easily pulled through 
said side opening but readily d e tachabl e and abl e to be drawn into th e inside of said munifold 
houoing , said side piece configured to be movable in and out of said manifold housing through said 
bottom openin g and readily attachable to said manifold housing in position covering said side 
opening bv intertilling portions of said side wall piece and portions of said manifold housing 
adjacent said side opening; 

said side wail piece having formed with a collar having a through opening and a 
projecting end e xt e ndi ng r around a duct op e ning th e r e in p rojecting axiallv outwardly when said 
oido wal l cover piece is located in said position covering said side opening; and, 

a ceiling mounting arrangement carried by said manifold housing for securing said 
manifold housing to the finished ceiling, said ceiling mounting arrangement accessible from below 
the finished ceiling to enable mounting of said manifold housing to said finished ceiling, whereby 
a flexible duct can be pulled through said manifold housing side opening with said side piece 
detached and out through said housing bottom opening and finished ceiling opening, and thereafter 
attached to said side wall piece collar with said md e wall cover piece separated from said manifold 
housing, said oido wall cover piece and attached flexible duct thereafter being able to be pushed 
back through said manifold housing bottom opening and said side wall cover piece attached to said 
manifold housing in said position covering said manifold housing side opening. 



15- (Previously Presented) The air duet register of claim 14 wherein the mani fold 
housing is configured to be inserted up through said finished ceiling opening from below said 
finished ceiling. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 1 4 wherein said ceiling 
housing arrangement comprises a pair of ceiling clamps mounted to said bottom portion of said 
manifold housing; and 

each ceiling clamp includes a thumb screw having a head manually rotatable to 
actuate a clamping member threaded thereto to engage and grip an adjacent section of said finished 
ceiling. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 1 4, wherein said sid e wall 
cover piece and said manifold housing have inlerfiL portions locating and holding said sid e wa tt 
cover piece in said position covering said side opening 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 1 7, wherein said mani fold 
housing and cido wall cover piece interfit portions are snap fit together to make said eid e wa ll cover 
piece releasably attachable to said manifold housing when positioned covering said side wall 
opening. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) Hie air duct register of claim 1 8, wherein said manifold 
housing side opening is defined by a peripheral edge and at least one portion o f the peripheral edge 
has an inwardly directed lip and said sid e wall cover piece has a mating double edged flange 
portion for receiving the inwardly directed hp therebetween when said sid e wall cover piece is 
installed covering said side watt opening, 
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20. (Currently Amended) The air duct register of claim 1 9, wherein said side w«44 
piece hos a top odgu roooivod in a clot formod at tho top of tho inoido of oaid houuing adjacent said 
side opening and the bottom of said s i id e- svuH cover piece has a deflectable tab projecting from said 
Hp projecting wall aligned with a slot in said housing side opening p e riph e ral e dgo ledge and snap 
fit LheTCLo when said sid e wall cover piece is pushed against said p e ripheral odgo ledue of said side 
wall opening. 

21. (New) A method of installing an air duct oullel in an existing ceiling and 
connecting the same to a flexible duel extending above the ceiling comprising: 

cutting a hole into the ceiling sized to receive a manifold housing open at 
the bottom with an access opening formed therein substantially larger than said flexible duct to 
allow said flexible duct to be readily pulled into said manifold housing; 

pushing said manifold up into said ceiling hole and mounting the same to 
said ceiling with the bottom adjacent said ceilings 

pulling an end of said flexible duct into said housing through said access 
opening anil down below said ceiling through said open bottom of said manifold housing, 
attaching said duct end to a separate cover piece configured to be lit against the inside of said 
manifold housing so as to block said access opening, said cover piece formed with a collar with a 
through opening formed therein to which said duct end is attached, and attaching said cover piece 
to said mani fold housing with portions of said cover piece extending outwardly from said collar in 
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position covering said manifold housing and extending over said access opening to block said 
access opening. 
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